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Rodrigo U.

Vista Bay Graduate 2003

Rigo moved from Peru to
Berkeley with his Mother and

older sister at the age of nine
to get away from his cocaine
dealing, abusive Father. The
language barrier and lack of
positive influences led him
into a negative crowd. By
ninth grade he was suspended
from High School for gang
activity. He picked up Crystal Meth at 15 and continued on the downward
spiral of addiction. Between robbing and mugging individuals he ended up in
juvenile housing and finally boot camp. His brother found Vista Bay when
Rigo was 18 years old and continuing down a dangerous path leading to
death and incarceration. At first Rigo was not interested in getting help but
after a comprehensive program he successfully completed the program in
July of 2003. He went back home to Berkeley to work and remained sober .
He recently decided he wanted to give back and help other kids by giving bi-
lingual drug education lecturesto the local community. Rigo joined our staff
early May and is getting the training to go aong with his charismatic person-
ality for local drug prevention. We are very proud of Rigo, as he recently
received an official Congressional Certificate of Recognition by Sam Farr for
his dedicated work.



